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Vibraphone

œ Œ œ Œarco ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿mallet stick

÷
÷mallet swiping across tubes

˙ œ Œarco with pitch bend

&9

œ œ œ œ
ord.
Bass Drum

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
stick or mallet stick on rim

æ̇ æ̇

rub hand on head

Œ œ Œ œ

drop bouncy ball on bass drum

Ó Ó
place metal on drum head

&14 œ œ œ œmallet or stick on face

Thundersheet

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿stick or mallet stick on edge œ œ ¿ ¿scrape across face o orubber superball on face

&18

œ œ# œ œ#
ord.

Crotales

œ Œ œ Œarco œ# . œ# . Ómuted – – – –
Woodblock
high

&22 ¿ Œ ¿ Œ
strike with mallet

Suspended Cymbal

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿stick or mallet stick on bell ¿ ¿ Ó
scrape with stick or mallet stick — — — —strike with mallet or stick

Metal Plate

Unlocked and Loading
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Notation

Percussion 1
Metal Bowls x5
Bass Drum (s)
Thundersheet (s)
Suspended Cymbal (s)
Metal Plate
Woodblock

Percussion 2
Vibraphone
Bass Drum (s)
Suspended Cymbal (s)
Thundersheet (s)

Percussion 3
Metal Bowls x5
Crotales
Bass Drum (s)
Woodblock

(s) = shared between players, only 1 is needed.

*The only pitches used in this piece are indicated on the staff



 
 
These symbols are used throughout to indicate mallet changes. These do not show which should be placed in the 
left or right hand as it may vary based on the setup. The different techniques used with the mallets and hands are 
indicated by the noteheads on the staff, not by these symbols. 
 
 

 Two soft mallets 
 

One soft mallet, one hard mallet 
 

One hard mallet, one violin or bass bow 
 

One soft mallet, one superball mallet 
 

One soft mallet, empty hand 
 

two empty hands 
 

one brush, one empty hand 



Unlocked and Loading – Setup Diagram 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instruments are shared between percussion 1 & 2, and percussion 2 & 3. The setup can vary as needed, but 
instruments shared as indicated in each part should be accessible by both player during the performance. 
 
This piece uses mono sounds, but sounds best if diffused into a stereo pair. Indicated above are optional locations 
for both monitors. As the performance setup is modeled to be in the shape of a firearm, the preferred locations 
are placed to so that sound comes from where it would usually be heard from a firearm – the barrel and hammer. 
 
The electronics are cued from a separate table near the mixer, requiring a fourth person to trigger them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Percussion 1 

Percussion 2 

Percussion 3 

Metal Bowls Metal Plate Woodblock 
Bass Drum 

Vibraphone 

Suspended Cymbal 

Crotales 

Metal Plate 

Metal Bowls 

Woodblock 

Thundersheet 

Thundersheet 

Monitor 1 
Optional Location 

Monitor 1 
Preferred Location 

Monitor 2 
Preferred Location 

Monitor 2 
Optional Location 

computer 



Unlocked and Loading is a piece inspired by Rifle, a poem by Rudy Francisco. The title is a 

play on locked and loaded, a phrase used to indicate that a firearm is loaded and ready to fire. 

Unlocked – the firearm is disassembled, leaving only pieces of metal. Loading – what then can this 

material be used for instead of taking lives? How can it be re-purposed?  

Unlocked and Loading is in two continuous movements. In the first, sounds typically 

associated with firearms are de-contextualized. And the second focuses on the words of Francisco. 

“Someday that could be me” seems to suggest that there is a future where this metal is no longer 

used as a weapon, but re-purposed into something beautiful. 

 
“And the article says, 
The government of Mexico confiscates approximately 30,000 illegal firearms per year. 

When the guns are taken, they get dismantled, and the metal is used to make other types of weapons 
That will later be used by their military. 

In 2012, an artist from Mexico City, convinced his government to donate the guns to him. 
And he turned them into musical instruments.” 

 
“The word re-purpose. 

It means to make something forget what it’s been trained to do so you can use it for a better reason. 
You see, once I came across a picture of a strange-looking violin. 

The caption said it was made out of a rifle. I thought to myself… 

Someday that could be me.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This piece was not composed in affiliation with Rudy Francisco. All rights for the text used and the full published text are the 
intellectual property of Rudy Francisco. 
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3 5

œ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
   6

¿æ

œ Œ œ Œ

97 Œ Œ Ó

p

27

>

>
>

>
>+

>

>

>
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ã

ã

ã

&

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

45

45

45

45

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

98 .æ̇
.oæ

     .¿æ

Œ ˙

98 ∑

arco

œ Œ ojo ‰ Ó

¿ Œ Óœ

‚ Œ ÓJœ ‰

99 ∑

N

f

f

f

p

ord.

100 o
∑

∑

100 ∑

P>+
>

˘

ã

ã

ã

&

45

45

45

45

44

44

44

44

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

45

45

45

45

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

101

Jo ‰ Œ Œ Ó

∑ &

œ# Œ Œ w( w# w# w )
101 ¿

II. Repurpose

F mostly p

o

ord. arco

Faster (q = 75)
102 ∑

∑

       

102

28

turn over bowls, prepare bouncy balls
then to bass drum

bow crotales out-of-order. Vary each
widely throughout by dynamic and length
out of time with perc. 1 & 2

prepare bass drum bowl, taped bell, and other metal bits
then move to vibraphone, bow and mallet

103 ∑

∑

       

103

104 ∑

∑

       

104

V

+
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ã

&

ã

V

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

œ Œ Œ Ó

.˙# œ Œ

         
105

œ# Œ Œ Ó
Some

bass drumO

F

F

When indicated, drop one bouncy ball on the head of the drum
and allow it to bounce. Leave it on the drum head until indicated.

arco

a

106 ‚ Œ Ó

∑

       
106 ∑

bowl 107 Œ ‚ Œ Ó

.˙ œ Œ

         
107œ Œ Œ Ó

day

b

108 ∑

∑

       
108 ∑

ã

&

ã

V

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

109 Œ Œ ‚ Ó

.˙ œ Œ

         
109 œ Œ Œ Ó

that

c

110

œ Œ ‚ Œ

.˙ œ

       
110

œ Œ Ó
could

bowl

d

∑

∑

         
111 ∑

P
112 Ó Œ ‚

.˙# œ

       
112 œ Œ Ó

be

e
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ã

&

ã

V

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

43

43

43
43

45

45

45
45

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

113 Ó . Œ ‚

∑ ã

      ) ˙#
113 ∑

to bass drum

p
arco

114 Ó Œ œæ

wæ

œ Œ Ó

114 w#
me.

roll with one hand, letting the balls bounce freely. Near the end of
the roll, begin picking up the balls and hold them to be dropped again.
The balls should be off the drum by the next measure.

quickly brush on bass drum head

f

F

p

ord.

f

115

.æ̇

.æ̇

∑

115 ˙ Œ

116 – Œ Œ Ó

œ Œ Œ Ó &

œ# Œ Œ w#( w# ww)
116 ∑

woodblock

f

f

f

p
29

ord. arco

>
+

ã

&

ã

V

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

œ Œ Œ Ó

.˙ œ Œ

–         
117 œ Œ Ó Œ

Some

Q

F

F

F
arco

g

118Ó Œ ‚

∑

       
118 ∑

begin introducing periodic muted crotale 
strikes with the hard mallet on the same pitches.
Still out of sync with the pulse.

119 Ó . Œ ‚

.˙# œ Œ

–         
119 œ# Œ Ó Œ

day

h

120 ∑

∑

–       
120 ∑
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ã

&

ã

V

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

121 ∑

.˙ œ Œ

         
121 œ Œ Œ Ó

that

i

122

œ Œ Ó

.˙b œ

–       
122 œb Œ Ó

could

j

‚ Œ Œ Œ ‚

∑

–         
123 ∑

R
124

œ Œ Ó

.˙ œ

       
124œ Œ Ó

be

k

ã

&

ã

V

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

42

42

42
42

43

43

43
43

44

44

44
44

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

125 ∑

∑ ã

         
125 ∑

126 ∑

wæ

        )
126 w

me.

F

l

127Œ – – –

œæ ¿

Œ œ#

127˙

p F

F
woodblock

arco

F

128 – – – – – Œ

.æ̇

œ# Œ Œ

128 .˙
me.

p

ord.

m

>

>

> >
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ã

ã

ã

V

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

129

œ Œ Ó

jœ ‰ Œ Ó &

– Œ Ó

129 ˙ Ó

p

F

vibraphone

œ Œ Œ ‚ œ

œ#
Œ ‰ jœ Ó

œ# . Œ Œ – Œ

130 œ# Œ ‰ Jœ Ó
That could.

S

F

F

F

ord.

30

no ped.

n

131

œ Œ Œ ‚

Œ ‰ jœ#
Œ Œ

œ. Œ Œ –

131 Ó ‰ Jœ# Œ
That

o

132

œ Œ Œ Œ œ

Œ Œ œb Ó

∑

132 Œ œ Œ Ó
could

p

+

>

ã

&

ã

V

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

45

45

45
45

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

133

œ Œ Œ œ

Œ œ Ó

Ó œ# . Œ

133 œ Œ Ó
be

q

134

.æ̇ æ̇

.˙# œ Œ

Ó Œ œb . Œ

134 .˙ ˙
me

F

F
arco

r

œ Œ Ó

Œ
¿#

Ó

∑

135Œ œ# Œ ‰ Jœ
some day.

T

f

do not mute the drum head or pick up the balls.
Leave them on the drum head for the rest of the piece.

ord.

no ped.

s

136 Œ ‚ Ó

‰ J¿ Œ Ó

∑

136 ∑

F

t

>
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ã

&

ã

V

45

45

45
45

44

44

44
44

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

137 Ó . Œ ‚

Œ ‰ j¿ Œ Ó

œ. Œ Œ Œ –

137 Œ Œ ‰ Jœ# Œ Œ
Some

u

138 ∑

∑

œ# . Œ Ó

138 ∑

to bass drum
139

æ̇
     

Ó ‰ j¿ Œ

∑

139 Ó Œ ‰ Jœ
day.

p

graze hand across the bass drum head. Your fingers should
be raised and nails or fingertips making contact so as to reduce
the pressure on the drum head.

v

140        

∑

Ó œ. Œ

140 ∑

P

ã

&

ã

V

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

141        

∑

Ó Œ œ.

141 ∑

142        

¿ Œ Ó ã

∑

142 Œ œ# Ó
Some

to bass drum

to bass drum

w

       

Œ œ Ó

∑

143 ∑

U

P
place metal on drum head

no dim.

31

144

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿       

Œ œ œ Ó

Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
144 ∑

brush on drum head

rim

p

p>

>
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ã

ã

ã

V

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

145

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿       

∑

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
145 ∑

place metal on drum head

P

P

146        

Ó Œ œ œ

     

146 ∑

147

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿       

∑

 )Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
147 ∑

F

F

o

148

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿       

œ œ œ Œ Ó3

        )
148 ∑

place smallest bowl with
taped bell on drum head

o

> >

>

>

ã

ã

ã

V

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

¿ ¿ ¿       

∑

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ  

149 ∑

V

32

150        

Œ Œ œ œ Œ

    ) Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
150 ∑

place metal on drum head

o

151

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿       

Ó Œ œ

      )
151 ∑

f

o

152

¿ ¿ ¿       

∑

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ  

152 ∑

F

> >

> >

>
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ã

ã

ã

V

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

153

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿       

∑

  œ œ œ œ œ œ œ  

153 ∑
P no dim.

154

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿       

Œ œ œ Ó

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ    

154 ∑

P
       ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

3

Ó œ Œ

      

155 ∑

W

33

156        ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

Ó Œ œ

       

156 ∑
>

>

>

> >

ã

ã

ã

V

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

157

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿       

∑

       

157 ∑

158        

ȯ
æ

     

       

158 ∑

continuing with bass drum roll and superball very lightly.
The thundersheet should fade in and out while remaining
in the background of the texture.

π

159        

       

       

159 ∑

p

p

p

       

       

       

160 ∑

X

no dim.

no dim.

no dim.

>
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ã

ã

ã

V

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

El.

161        

       

       

161 ∑

162        

       

       

162 ∑

163         )
        )
        )

163 ∑

164 – Œ Ó

¿ Œ Ó

¿ Œ Ó

164 ∑

stick on bass drum rim

heel of mallet on rim

F

F

F

woodblock

there should be little to no sound 
following this unison hit.

34
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